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We Americans cannot and will not accept a

global economy that rewards the lowest bid-
der without regard to standards. We want a
future where profits come from perspiration
and inspiration, not exploitation.

Fourth, we must do all we can to advance
the status of women, because no country can
grow strong and free when denied the talents
of half its people.

In years past, we have made enormous
progress. But today, around the world, ter-
rible abuses are still being committed
against women. These include domestic vio-
lence, dowry murders, mutilation and forced
prostitution. Some say all this is cultural
and there’s nothing we can do about it. I say
it’s criminal and we each have an obligation
to stop it.

Finally, the United States must continue
to lead the world in its support for the inter-
national war crimes tribunals, because we
believe that the perpetrators of genocide and
ethnic cleansing should be held accountable
and those who see rape as just another tactic
of war must pay for their crimes.

Members of the Class of 1998: Today, you
will graduate into a world of accelerating
and astonishing change, where technological
breakthroughs occur daily, trends may dis-
appear in a week, and events of just a few
years ago can seem like ancient history.

But some things have not changed.

The dynamism of the Twin Cities.

The beauty of the Land of Ten Thousand
Lakes.

The excellence of this College and Univer-
sity.

The integrity of Walter Mondale.

And the purpose of America.

Fifty years ago, across the river in St.
Paul, President Harry Truman spoke of the
strength of democracy and of our country.
He did not stress the power of our armed
forces, though powerful they were.

He did not mention the mighty American
economy, though we were responsible for al-
most half of the world’s production at the
time. He did not emphasize the vastness of
our territory or the size of our population.
He spoke instead of a deeper and more pro-
found source of strength.

‘‘Hitler’’, said President Truman, ‘‘learned
that efficiency without justice is a vain
thing. Democracy does not work that way.
Democracy is a matter of faith—a faith in
the soul of man—a faith in human rights.
That is the kind of faith that moves moun-
tains—that’s the kind of faith that hurled
the (resources of the) Iron Range at the
Nazis.’’

‘‘Faith gives value to all things,’’ Presi-
dent Truman concluded, ‘‘Without faith, the
people perish.’’

This afternoon, at this celebration of warm
memory and high expectation, I summon
each of you in the name of our country and
of all who have worked and sacrificed to
build it, to embrace the faith that your cour-
age and your perseverance will make a dif-
ference.

And that every life changed by your exam-
ple; every community enriched by your giv-
ing; every problem solved by your diligence;
and every barrier to justice brought down by
your determination, will ennoble your own
life, inspire others, help fulfill the American
Dream, and explode outward the boundaries
of what is achievable on this earth.

Class of 1998: As I look out among you, all
I see are future shapers and history makers.
The world is waiting. The new century is
yours to build. Go for it. And may God bless
you all. Thank you very much.
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to commend the Order of American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association (Ahepa),
Chapter Number 78, who in conjunction with
the Daughters of Penelope, Mentor Chapter
Number 81, will be hosting the 68th Hoosier
District Number 12 Annual Convention in
Merrillville, Indiana this weekend, June 19–21,
1998. On Saturday, June 20, as part of the
convention’s festivities, the following six out-
standing members of the Order of Ahepa, and
the Northwest Indiana community will be re-
ceiving their prestigious Fifty Year Member
Pins: Mr. Spiro Cappony, of Griffith; Mr.
James Kallimani, of Gary; Mr. Deno
Manolopoulos, of Valparaiso; Mr. Nick
Pangere, of Merrillville; Mr. John Trakas, of
Crown Point; and Mr. Tony Zerites, of Crown
Point.

Each of these six men has dedicated fifty
years of service to all facets of the Order of
Ahepa, his community, and the noteworthy hu-
manitarian charities and activities to which the
Order or Ahepa donates effort, time, and
money. These loyal and dedicated individuals
share this prestigious honor with approxi-
mately fifty-seven additional Chapter 78 mem-
bers who have already attained Fifty Year
Member status.

The Order of Ahepa is an international fra-
ternal order with chapters in the United States,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Ba-
hama Islands. It was founded in 1922 in At-
lanta, Georgia, to help immigrants from Eu-
rope, especially Greece, assimilate into the
American way of life. It taught the new arrivals
the customs and language, and helped them
to become good, productive citizens in their
new, adopted country. Today, the Order of
Ahepa is still concerned with aiding immi-
grants, as well as monitoring the current
events in Greece, becoming involved with the
region’s community, and supporting the aging
members of the Northwest Indiana Greek
community. Nationally, the Order of Ahepa
works with the United States Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) to
build and maintain senior citizen apartments.
Chapter 78 of the Order of Ahepa, based in
Merrillville, is quite proud of the three 50-unit
buildings that it maintains in conjunction with
HUD and the Town Board of Merrillville. In-
deed, I commend the Order of Ahepa for pro-
viding a safe, clean living environment for area
seniors.

Besides the outstanding senior housing pro-
gram, Chapter 78 of the Order of Ahepa sup-
ports many other charitable organizations, in-
cluding food pantries at the St. Constantine
Cathedral in Merrillville and another one in Ho-
bart, and St. Basil’s Academy in Boston, Mas-
sachusetts. Besides helping other charitable
organizations, the local Order of Ahepa Chap-
ter directly helps such groups as Hearing Im-
paired Children in the Catholic Diocese of
Gary; the Merrillville and Hobart Police Depart-
ments; the Hobart Fire Department’s school

fire safety awareness programs; the Greek Or-
thodox Cathedral; Our Lady of Perpetual
Help’s Ministry to the Physically and Mentally
Challenged; and Holy Cross College in Bos-
ton.

Mr. Speaker, I ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me saluting Spiro
Cappony, James Kallimani, Deno
Manolopoulos, Nick Pangere, John Trakas,
and Tony Zerites, of the Chapter 78 Order of
Ahepa, for their distinguished service, dedica-
tion, and leadership. Through their hard work
and commitment, they have furthered the
goals of the Order of Ahepa in bringing to-
gether the members of the Greek community
for the betterment of everyone in Northwest
Indiana.
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor La Sagrada Familia Parish, which is
celebrating its dedication on June 21.

The Hispanic Catholic community of Cleve-
land has wanted a parish of its own since the
early 1950s. At that point there were at least
five different parishes that Spanish speaking
people attended. By the early 1970s the His-
panic Catholic community had grown so large
that it needed its own parish. In 1973, a small
group began with a special service at St. Ste-
phen’s Church. Eventually developed into the
community of San Juan Bautista. There were
still many people without a parish, however,
so in 1980 the idea for La Sagrada Familia
Parish began. It took eighteen years, but the
dream is now a reality. On June 21 the dedi-
cation ceremony will take place.

To understand the magnitude of the accom-
plishment, we must recognize the collective
contribution of this congregation: Persistence,
a dedication to hard work, a devotion to the
community, and a commitment to progress.
The La Sagrada Familia Parish has dem-
onstrated that vision, combined with spirit,
leads to boundless achievement.

The Hispanic Catholic community has
added a spirit of diversity and tradition to the
neighborhood of the near west side. Always
willing to help others, the community has
made a difference, taking advantage of re-
sources of time and caring to improve the lot
of its neighbors in need. The community has
waited for a long time for a parish of its own,
and with La Sagrada Familia, the dream is ac-
complished, the prayers have been answered.
The dedication of La Sagrada Familia Parish
serves as a reminder of the community’s de-
votion to the service of others. The dedication
of this church should be a source of pride for
all of Cleveland’s Hispanic Catholic commu-
nity.

La Sagrada Familia Parish is the product of
years of planning, fund-raising, and hard work.
This is a proud moment for Cleveland and its
Hispanic Catholic community. My fellow col-
leagues, please join me in congratulating this
parish and in wishing parishioners many
happy years in their new home.
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